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Introduction

The following technical report addresses historic built environment (architectural)
resources within and adjacent to the El Segundo Power Redevelopment Project and its
components.  This report (Appendix K) is comprised of four documents, which will be
referred to as K(1), K(2), K(3), and K(4).  K(1) is an historic evaluation of all the existing
structures on the grounds of the El Segundo Generating Station.  K(2) assesses the
sensitivity of various ancillary areas for historic built environment resources, including
pipelines as well as staging and parking areas.  K(3) addresses the sanitary discharge line
and the proposed water supply lines, identifying and providing a cursory assessment of
each building within the zone of alternative routes that appears to be older than 50 years.
K(4) provides supplementary historic research conducted on areas adjacent to the
proposed Kramer Staging Area.  Together, these four documents form a comprehensive
assessment of historic built environment resources within or adjacent to each ESPR
Project component.

Please note that K(2) contains references to project components which have been
subsequently dropped from the ESPR Project.  These are:  LAX Sandpiper Staging Area,
Marina Del Rey Library Parking Area, and Playa Del Rey/62nd Street Parking Area.

Figures and resumes of key project personnel are also included in Appendix K, following
K(4).



1

SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS OF LINEAR, PARKING, AND LAYDOWN SITES
ASSOCIATED WITH THE EL SEGUNDO GENERATING STATION PROJECT

EL SEGUNDO, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Prepared by:

Stephen D. Mikesell
JRP Historical Consulting Services
1490 Drew Avenue, Suite 110
Davis, CA  95616

Prepared for:

URS Corporation
500 12th Street, Suite 200
Oakland, CA 94607

November 2000



2

On Friday, November 3, 2000, Stephen D. Mikesell of JRP Historical Consulting
Services conducted an on-site inspection of various sites that might be used for ancillary
elements of the El Segundo Generating Station Project.  He was accompanied on this
inspection by staff from URS Greiner and the Chevron Corporation.  JRP Historical
Consulting Services had previously inspected the existing El Segundo Generating
Station, where the vast majority of all construction activities will occur.  The inspection
on October 3, 2000 concerned a variety of sites that might be used for ancillary activities
associated with the proposed project, including a line to deliver liquid ammonia to the
site, “laydown” areas for temporary storage of construction material and equipment, and
parking lots to be used short-term by construction crews (See Figure K-1).

The purpose of the on-site inspection of these ancillary sites was two-fold.  First, it was
designed to determine whether the project would directly affect any buildings or
structures at any of the sites that might have the potential for historic significance, under
federal or state law.  Second, it was designed to determine the sensitivity of the general
area for each of the ancillary sites, leading to the potential for indirect impacts on
buildings or structures that might have the potential for historic significance, under state
or federal law.

The following analyses include four entries for each of the ancillary sites.  First, it will
identify the site by its location.  Second, it will identify the site by proposed function.
Third, it will describe the buildings or structures on the site (if any exist), and discuss any
potential historic significance for the on-site buildings and structures.  Finally, it will
discuss the general setting for the site and the potential for historic significance of
buildings and structures within the vicinity.

Site name: Fed Ex Site, at Mariposa Avenue and Nash Street in El Segundo
Proposed function: Parking site.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  This is a 46-acre vacant parcel
that was owned and used at one time by Northup Grumman Corporation.  There are no
buildings or structures on the site, nor is there any evidence of foundations or remnants of
former buildings. (These foundations may, however, exist, beneath vegetation.)
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly:  This parcel
is situated in a developing commercial and industrial area of El Segundo, and area that is
dominated by new construction.  It is framed on all four sides by buildings that appear to
have been constructed within the past 20 years.  The only potential significance (and it is
a remote possibility) relates to the Northrup Grumman factory to the east. The buildings
at the facility appear to have been constructed in very recent decades but, given the
cutting edge nature of work associated with that corporation, the possibility exists that
events of exceptional significance may have occurred there.  Even if there were a case for
exceptional significance, however, it is unlikely that the use of this site for parking would
detract from the setting for the factory any more or less than does the current vacant lot.
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Site name:  Kramer Site. An 11.5-acre site at the terminus of Chapman Way in the City
of El Segundo
Proposed function: Laydown site for construction equipment and materials.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no standing
buildings or structures at this site.  The site is partially occupied by a large concrete
foundation for an earlier industrial operation at the site.  The site is also occupied by a
concrete structure that “caps” industrial waste from the earlier operation.  Otherwise, the
site is vacant of buildings and structures.
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly:  There are
very few buildings or structures that may be seen from this site or from which the site
may be seen.  The parcel is an isolated, nearly landlocked remnant, framed by railroad
tracks, other vacant parcels, and the rear elements of industrial facilities.

Site name:  LAX-Imperial.  A site of about 3 acres situated along Imperial Avenue
within the boundary of LAX.
Proposed function:  Parking, laydown site for construction equipment and materials.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are not buildings or
structures on this parcel.  It is being used currently as a parking and laydown site for
LAX contractors.
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly:  This site
faces Imperial Avenue, with the rear of the parcel facing the ends of the runways for
LAX.  The setting for the parcel is such that the parcel can scarcely be seen from
commercial buildings on the south side of Imperial Avenue, nor from the airport related
buildings (hangars, terminals, and so forth) at LAX.  LAX maintains a trailer near this
site and it is in the viewshed of the area. The proposed use would continue the existing
use, ensuring that there would be no change in setting, even if there were historic
buildings in the vicinity.

Site name: LAX-Pershing.  Located near the western end of the LAX property off
Pershing Drive.
Proposed function:  Parking, laydown of equipment and materials.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly: There are no buildings or
structures on this parcel, which comprises less than 3 acres.
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly:  This parcel
is located at the end of major runways at LAX, a location that necessitates that there be
no buildings or structures within the vicinity.  The only visible building from the site is
the Scattergood Plant, a steam generating plant owned by Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power.  It is several miles away but is visible owing to the great height of the
stacks.
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Site name: LAX-Sandpiper, a series of abandoned parcels, representing the remains of a
small neighborhood that was purchased and demolished by LAX in recent decades.
Proposed function: Parking
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures within the proposed parking area.
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly:  This area is
a transition between LAX and an older community in the hills above Playa del Rey.  The
hillside neighborhood is at the edge of Playa del Rey, along Westchester Parkway and
minor streets.  A visual reconnaissance suggests that there are numerous older homes in
the area.  The CHRIS database lists numerous older homes along “Westchester Pl.,”
which may or may not refer to the Westchester Parkway.

It is concluded that the area immediately north of the LAX-Sandpiper site may include
buildings and structures that could qualify for the National Register or California
Register.  The proposed laydown/parking facility would represent a temporary change in
the character of the setting for these homes.  The area is now largely open spaces,
although the original streets and sidewalks are still in place.

Site name:  Marina del Rey Library Lot, adjacent to public library near harbor at Marina
del Rey.
Proposed function: Parking.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures within the parking lot.  
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly: The proposed
use would simply continue the function of this parking lot as a parking lot, its original
and current use.  The area is not historically sensitive, i.e. there are no older buildings
within the immediate viewshed of the lot.  Even if there were historic buildings there,
however, the proposed use has no potential to change the setting for any such properties
because it simply continues the existing use.

Site name:  Marina del Rey Boat Launch lot, adjacent to boat launch at the harbor at
Marina del Rey.
Proposed function: Parking.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures within the parking lot.  
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly: The proposed
use would simply continue the function of this parking lot as a parking lot, its original
and current use.  The area is not historically sensitive, i.e. there are no older buildings
within the immediate viewshed of the lot.  Even if there were historic buildings there,
however, the proposed use has no potential to change the setting for any such properties
because it simply continues the existing use.

Site name:  Playa del Rey, 62nd street lot, on 62nd street in Playa del Rey.
Proposed function: Parking.
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Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures within the parking lot.  
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly: The proposed
use would simply continue the function of this parking lot as a parking lot, its original
and current use.  The area is not historically sensitive, i.e. there are no older buildings
within the immediate viewshed of the lot.  Even if there were historic buildings there,
however, the proposed use has no potential to change the setting for any such properties
because it simply continues the existing use.

Site name:  Dockweiler State Beach, three separate parking lots between Vista del Mar
and the beach.
Proposed function: Parking.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures within the parking lots.
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly: The proposed
use would simply continue the function of this parking lot as a parking lot, its original
and current use.  The area is not historically sensitive, i.e. there are no older buildings
within the immediate viewshed of the lot. Indeed, there are no buildings within that
viewshed, except for minor structures associated with the park. Even if there were
historic buildings there, however, the proposed use has no potential to change the setting
for any such properties because it simply continues the existing use.

Site name:  Hyperion Lot, across Vista del Mar from the Hyperion Wastewater
Treatment Plant.
Proposed function: Parking.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures within the parking lot.  
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly: The proposed
use would simply continue the function of this parking lot as a parking lot, its original
and current use.  The area is not historically sensitive, i.e. there are no older buildings
within the immediate viewshed of the lot.  Even if there were historic buildings there,
however, the proposed use has no potential to change the setting for any such properties
because it simply continues the existing use.

Site name:  Grand Avenue Lot, at the waterfront at the terminus of Grand Avenue in El
Segundo.
Proposed function: Parking.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures within the parking lot.  
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly: The proposed
use would simply continue the function of this parking lot as a parking lot, its original
and current use.  The area is not historically sensitive, i.e. there are no older buildings
within the immediate viewshed of the lot.  The lot is directly across Vista del Mar from
the Scattergood steam plant of the Department of Water and Power.  Even if there were
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historic buildings there, however, the proposed use has no potential to change the setting
for any such properties because it simply continues the existing use.

Site name:  Marine Terminal site, at the Marine Terminal for the Chevron Oil Refinery.
Proposed function: Parking, laydown area for equipment and construction materials.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  There are no buildings or
structures at this site, except for pipeline bulkheads associated with the Chevron refinery.
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly: This largely
vacant parcel is sited near three major industrial plants.  It is across Vista del Mar from
the huge Chevron Oil Refinery and is regarded as part of that plant.  It is also due north of
the El Segundo Generating Station, formerly owned by Southern California Edison, and
the subject of this AFC.  It is also near the Scattergood steam plant of the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power.

The Marine Terminal is not visible from the Chevron Oil Refinery, nor is the refinery
visible from it.  The area is visible from the El Segundo Generating Station, a property
that was found not to be historically significant in a separate report.  The Marine
Terminal site is also visible from the Scattergood plant of LADWP.  This plant has not
been evaluated for historic significance.  The first unit was installed in 1958, making it
younger than the nearby El Segundo Generating Station, which was found not be be
historically significant.

Site name:  Ammonia line from Chevron Refinery to El Segundo Generating Station
Proposed function: Small pipeline to deliver ammonia from refinery to steam generating
station.
Buildings or structures that might be affected directly:  Existing pipe racks on
Chevron refinery.
Buildings or structures in the vicinity that might be affected indirectly:  As part of
the modifications to the operations at the El Segundo Generating Station, it is proposed to
install a new pipeline from the Chevron Oil Refinery to the steam plant, to bring
ammonia directly to the plant (it is currently trucked to the site).  JRP Historical
Consulting Services walked the entire pipeline alignment from ammonia tanks well
inside the Chevron refinery to the edge of the El Segundo Generating Station.  Along the
entire length, the new pipe would be installed on existing pipe racks (metal structures that
support various types of pipes).  In many instances, the pipe will be installed within
existing pipes that are no longer in use.

The number of pipes on each rack differs from one place to the next.  The refinery is
laced with pipe racks that support hundreds, perhaps thousands of pipes that range from a
few inches to several feet in diameter.  The installation of this pipe along a rack between
the refinery and the steam plant will not affect the setting of the refinery to a noticeable
degree, simply because the area is currently laced with pipes that traverse nearly every
corner of the site.  While there a few buildings within the refinery that may be 50 years or



7

older, there are none near the ammonia tanks or any part of the pipeline route to the steam
station.

Conclusions:

This report concerns 13 potential sites for ancillary elements of the El Segundo
Generating Station project.  Not all 13 will be used; most are alternative sites for
employee parking.  It is concluded that only one of these 13 sites has the potential for any
impacts, direct or indirect, to buildings or structures of potential historic significance.
The one exception is the LAX-Sandpiper site, which is in proximity to a cluster of older
homes on the hillsides above Playa del Rey.  The on-site inspection was not able to
confirm that there would be an impact to National Register-eligible or California
Register-eligible properties, in the absence of an inventory and evaluation of buildings
there and in the absence of more detailed information about the exact location of the
laydown/parking facility.
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On Friday, November 10, 2000, Stephen D. Mikesell of JRP Historical Consulting
Services conducted an on-site inspection of various sites that might be used for water and
sewer lines for the El Segundo Generating Station Project.    JRP Historical Consulting
Services had previously inspected the existing El Segundo Generating Station, where the
vast majority of all construction activities will occur.  JRP has also inspected a variety of
sites in the area for ancillary activities associated with the proposed project, including a
line to deliver liquid ammonia to the site, “laydown” areas for temporary storage of
construction material and equipment, and parking lots to be used short-term by
construction crews (See Figure K-1).

The purpose of the on-site inspection of the water and sewer lines was two-fold.  First, it
was designed to determine whether the project would directly affect any buildings or
structures at any of the sites that might have the potential for historic significance, under
federal or state law.  Second, it was designed to determine the sensitivity of the general
area for each of the proposed water and sewer lines, leading to the potential for indirect
impacts on buildings or structures that might have the potential for historic significance,
under state or federal law.  The situation was vastly different for the water and sewer line
and the two are discussed separately below.

Water connections.   

General Discussion, methodology

It is generally proposed to connect with existing potable and reclaimed water lines on El
Segundo Boulevard, adjacent to the Chevron Refinery and to build pipelines inside city
streets to the power plant site, via Grand Avenue and Vista del Mar.  There are various
alternative routes to build the line between El Segundo Boulevard and the western end of
Grand Avenue, which passes by the Chevron Refinery and connects with Vista Del Mar.
At this time of this inspection, it was not known which of the various connections would
be used between El Segundo and Grand Avenue.

In the absence of a specific route, it was necessary to inspect every alternative alignment.
The full range of alternatives extends from El Segundo Boulevard on the south to Grand
Avenue on the north, and from Eucalyptus Street on the east to Loma Vista Street on the
west.   This area comprises 14 blocks of the older commercial and residential part of El
Segundo (See Figure K-1 and attached sketch map).

Stephen Mikesell of JRP Historical Consulting Services drove and walked all of the
streets that frame this 14-block area.  He inspected every building on these streets,
including buildings on the outer edges of Grand, Eucalyptus, Loma Vista, and El
Segundo, which are the outside streets in this area.

He recorded all buildings within the 14-block area that appear to have been built 50 or
more years ago.  He also attempted to rate the buildings as to their potential for listing in
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the National Register of Historic Places.  A true analysis of National Register eligibility
will require far more than cursory visual analysis.  The visual rating did, however, offer
an initial indication as to the architectural merit and integrity of the buildings.

The buildings were rated as follows:

1. More than 50 years old but with no potential for National Register listing,
ordinarily because it has been modified.

2. More than 50 years old but with low potential for National Register listing.
3. More than 50 years old but with moderate potential for listing in the National

Register.
4. More than 50 years old and with a high potential for National Register listing.

Results of the Inventory

There are 58 buildings or structures within this area that appear to have been built 50 or
more years ago.  The distribution of these buildings is shown graphically in Attachment
1.  The buildings are discussed in Attachment 2 and shown in tabular form in Attachment
3.

The older buildings are scattered throughout this area, although the distribution is uneven.
By far the highest concentration of potentially significant buildings is along Richmond
Street between El Segundo and Grand.  That area is so filled with ca. 1915 brick
commercial buildings that it might be considered as a potential historic district.  It
accounts for the majority of buildings rate “4”, although there are other “4” buildings
scattered throughout the area.  Whiting, Virginia, and Loma Vista also include older
buildings; these are residential streets and all of the older buildings are single-family
homes or apartment buildings.  The concentration of older buildings is much lower than
along Richmond.

The lowest concentrations of historic buildings are found at the eastern end of this area,
along Eucalyptus, Standard, and Main Street.  There are virtually no 50-year-old
buildings along these streets.

Discussion of Potential Effects

Attachments 1-3 illustrate clearly that some streets in this part of El Segundo are more
sensitive than the others, in terms of the presence of potentially significant buildings.  It
is the opinion of this author, however, that it would be possible to build the water line,
even in the most sensitive area along Richmond Street, and still have no effect on
significant properties, provided the work occurred within the existing street.  Any effects
would be temporary, relating to noise and visual impacts as well as the inconvenience of
street closures.
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Buildings along Grand Avenue west of Loma Vista and on Vista Del Mar

Under any alternative, the water lines will be installed in Grand Avenue west of Loma
Vista and on Vista Del Mar from its juncture with Grand Avenue to the plant site.  Loma
Vista is the westernmost urban street in El Segundo.  West of Loma Vista, Grand Avenue
continues west until it terminates at Vista Del Mar.  It is framed on the south by the
Chevron Refinery and on the north by the power plant of the Department of Water and
Power.  The water line will then follow Vista Del Mar from Grand Avenue south to the
power plant site.  Along this stretch, Vista Del Mar is framed on the west by the Chevron
Marine Terminal and the El Segundo steam plant.  On the east, it is bounded by a hillside,
leading to the Chevron property.

The only properties that might be indirectly affected by the water line, then would be the
refinery, the DWP steam plant, or the El Segundo steam plant.  All of these properties are
gigantic in scale.  It is highly unlikely that the installation of a water line at the periphery
of these facilities would result in an effect to them.

Sewer Connection

Stephen Mikesell of JRP inspected to general area for the sewer line connection,
generally extending from the southwest corner of the steam plant site along the beach,
west of the beachfront residences.  Although the exact alignment was not known, it is
possible to say definitively that it would not affect historically significant properties
because there are no longer properties anywhere near this site.  Mikesell inspected two
blocks of beachfront residences – 45th to 44th and 44th to 43rd Streets in Manhattan Beach
– and noted no building that appears to have been built prior to 1950.
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ATTACHMENT 2.  BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS IN EL SEGUNDO,
IN THE VICINITY OF PROPOSED WATER LINES.

A.  301-303 Main; 105-111 Grand Avenue.

Large two-story commercial building in a Spanish Colonial style.  Built ca. 1920; high
potential for National Register eligibility.

B.116 to 126 Grand Avenue.

1920s-era brick one-story commercial that has been extensively modified.  No potential
for National Register eligibility.

C. 200-206 Grand Avenue

Grand Hotel, a large ca. 1915 building that has been very extensively modified; low
potential.

D. 201-207 Grand Avenue

One-story commercial structure, with a variety of different storefronts.  Appears to be
largely intact; medium potential.

E. 219 Grand Avenue

Heavily modified ca. 1930 building; no potential.

F. 406 Grand Avenue

Ca. 1920 stucco sided family residence; now used as a business; low potential.

G. 412 Grand Avenue.

Ca. 1915 residence; appears to have been resided; low potential.

H. 500 block of Grand Avenue.

A series of small buildings that may date to the 1940s or 1950s.

I. 201 Franklin Street

Handsome one-story brick building, almost completely unmodified; high potential.
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J. 216 Franklin Street

Ca. 1915 home; low potential.

K. 215 Franklin Street.

Ca. 1920 Christian Church; no potential because it is a church and not architectural
significant.

L. 324 El Segundo Blvd.

Headquarters for Chevron Refinery; very heavily modified; no potential.

M. 111-115 Main Street

Brick building that may or may not be 50 years old; low potential.

Richmond-1  Richmond Street, El Segundo to Franklin

This is a cluster of brick commercial buildings on both sides of the street.  There are eight
older buildings on the west side of Richmond and three on the east side.  Of these 11
buildings, seven have a high potential for National Register eligibility; the others have
low potential.  These buildings and similar buildings along Richmond north of Franklin
might comprise a small historic district.

Richmond-2. Richmond Street, Franklin to Grand.

This is a cluster of brick commercial buildings on both sides of the street.  There are five
older buildings on the west side of Richmond and four on the east side.  Of these nine
buildings, five have a high potential for National Register eligibility, two have medium
potential, one low potential, and one no potential.  These buildings and similar buildings
along Richmond south of Franklin might comprise a small historic district.

N. 147 Concord.

Ca. 1915 Craftsman multi-family residential unit; medium potential.

O. 135-139 Concord.

Ca. 1925 Mission Revival apartment, built like a motel or motor court; medium potential.

P. 224 Concord.

Ca. 1915 Craftsman residence, unmodified; medium potential.
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Q. 221 Concord.

Two-story apartment house, probably built ca. 1915.  Largely unmodified; medium
potential.

R. 115 Virginia.

Ca 1915 single-family residence; low potential.

S. 117 Virginia.

Heavily modified home, ca. 1915; no potential.

T. 215 Virginia.

Heavily modified Craftsman home, ca. 1915; low potential.

U. 202 Whiting.

Ca. 1915 Craftsman home, largely unmodified; medium potential.

V. 210 Whiting.

Modest Craftsman home, ca. 1915; low potential.

W. 214 Whiting.

Modest Craftsman home, ca. 1915; low potential.

X. 210 Whiting.

Modest Craftsman home, ca. 1915; low potential.

Y. 229 Whiting.

Modest Craftsman home, ca. 1915; low potential.

Z. 224 Whiting.

Modest stucco cottage, ca. 1925; low potential.

AA. 115 Loma Vista.

Ca. 1940 home; low potential.



8

AB. 117 Loma Vista.

Ca. 1940 home; low potential.

AC. 207 Loma Vista.

Ca. 1945 single family residence; low potential.

AD. 213 Loma Vista.

Stucco sided, Mission Revival home, ca. 1930; medium potential.

AE. 215 Loma Vista.

Ca. 1930 apartment complex; high potential.
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ATTACHMENT 3, TABLE OF OLDER BUILDINGS IN EL SEGUNDO IN THE
VICINITY OF PROPOSED WATER LINES.

Street Address                 Estimated   Rating   Symbol
                                         date

301-303 Main Street 1920 4 A
116-126 Grand Ave. 1920 1 B
200-206 Grand Ave. 1915 2 C
201-207 Grand Ave. 1915 3 D
219 Grand Ave. 1930 1 E
406 Grand Ave. 1920 2 F
412 Grand Ave. 1915 2 G
500 Grand Avenue 1945 2 H
201 Franklin 1915 4 I
216 Franklin 1915 2 J
215 Franklin 1915 1 K
324 El Segundo 1940 1 L
111-115 Main St. 1945 2 M
Richmond, Franklin to
El Segundo

1915 4 Richmond-
1

Richmond, Franklin to
Grand

1915 4 Richmond-
2

147 Concord 1915 3 N
135-139 Concord 1925 3 O
224 Concord 1915 3 P
221 Concord 1915 3 Q
115 Virginia 1915 2 R
117 Virginia 1915 1 S
215 Virginia 1915 2 T
202 Whiting 1915 3 U
210 Whiting 1915 2 V
214 Whiting 1915 2 W
229 Whiting 1915 2 X
225 Whiting 1915 2 Y
224 Whiting 1925 2 Z
115 Loma Vista 1940 2 AA
117 Loma Vista 1940 2 AB
207 Loma Vista 1945 2 AC
213 Loma Vista 1930 3 AD
215 Loma Vista 1930 4 AE
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Kramer Site:

H. Kramer and Company operated a foundry at this location, however, none of the foundry
buildings or any of its related facilities remain.  The only visible remains of the foundry are the
large building foundation and the asphalt-capped slag heap.  According to the caretaker of the
property, the H. Kramer Company built and operated a foundry on this site beginning in 1951.
This is consistent with USGS mapping for the area that shows the site as vacant in 1950.  By the
time of the next edition of the topographic map (1964) a large building had been erected on the
parcel.  The building was razed sometime after 1981 and prior to 1995.  This time frame is based
on the last edition of USGS mapping of the area (1981) and a 1995 “Initial Study” filed with the
El Segundo Planning Department submitted as part of a plan to erect a hot mix asphalt plant on
the parcel. 1  This study included the following statements:

“The site was last occupied by an idle foundry that has been dismantled and
removed.  What remains is the various concrete and asphalt building foundations
and paving built on differing grade levels.”

“The site is devoid of any cultural, historical, or scenic aspects …” and “there are
no cultural, historical, or scenic aspects to the surrounding properties.”2

H. Kramer and Company is a brass and bronze refiner located in Chicago, Illinois, historically
owned and operated by the Howard K. Chapman family.  Chapman’s grandfather founded the
company and his father passed the legacy on to him.  It is not clear if Howard K. Chapman Sr. or
his father headed the company during the period that the firm operated the El Segundo plant.
Chapman Sr. died on May 12, 1997 and his son, Howard K. Chapman, Jr., now serves as the
Chief Executive Officer.  There is no indication that the Chapmans, H. Kramer Company, or the
El Segundo foundry, were historically important within the context of the brass industry.
Furthermore, there are no historic resources at the site that can be associated with these
individuals or H. Kramer and Company.  The Kramer site retains no historic integrity
whatsoever, and does not appear to meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of
Historic Places.3

                                                          
1 James D. Meyer, Omnibus Environmental Services, “Initial Study, Applicant Questionnaire,” January 1, 1995,
City of El Segundo Planning Department; US Geological Survey, “Venice, Calif.,” 7.5 Minute Series (Topographic)
1950, 1964, 1964 photorevised 1972, and 1964 photorevised 1981 (Washington, D.C.: USGS).
2 “Initial Study, Applicant Questionnaire,” January 1, 1995, City of El Segundo Planning Department.
3 “Howard K. Chapman,” Pennsylvania Gazette: University of Pennsylvania Alumni Magazine (March 1998),
www.upenn.edu/gazette; Pacific Coast Industrial Directory (Los Angeles:  Bender Publications, 1973).



The former Pacific Electric Railway grade:

The Pacific Electric Railway served the greater Los Angeles area for the first half of the 19th

century before falling out of favor in the post-war era.  At its peak in the late 1930s, the Pacific
Electric not only commanded an intricate network of rail lines that served all the major
neighborhoods of Los Angeles and nearby towns and cities, but also stretched beyond the basin
to much more distant point.  Pacific Electric offered service to Pomona, San Bernardino,
Riverside and Colton to the east, the San Fernando Valley and Mt. Lowe to the north, and as far
south as Santa Ana and Balboa.  Henry E. Huntington founded the railway in 1902 and
developed it in part to promote and serve his extensive land development empire.  Huntington
was the nephew of Collis P. Huntington who was the director of the Southern Pacific Railroad
when he died in 1900.  After his uncle’s death, Huntington was passed over for taking his place
and E. H. Harriman acquired control of the Southern Pacific.  The struggle between Henry
Huntington and Harriman, and the larger competition between electric and steam railroads, were
also part of the driving force behind Huntington’s desire to expand the Pacific Electric System.4

The El Segundo branch of the Pacific Electric was one of the last two lines to be completed when
it began passenger service October 1914, just a few years after Standard Oil established this
company town to serve the employees of its refinery just to the south.  The branch followed an
alignment that ran west from the Pacific Electric’s Long Beach line at Watts, through
Hawthorne, and then north east to cross diagonally through El Segundo.  El Segundo
incorporated in 1917 and the area grew steadily for the next several years, but demand was never
great for this largely industrial area.  Passenger service was discontinued on October 31, 1930
and the line was later acquired by Southern Pacific who used it as a freight spur through the
1960s.  Southern Pacific discontinued the line entirely at some point between 1972 and 1981
when USGS mapping for the area shows that the alignment had been abandoned.5

The Kramer Site (Site 2) is partly bounded by two railroad lines.  The alignment on the north
side was originally a portion of the El Segundo branch of the Pacific Electric.  The Southern
Pacific Railroad later acquired the line before being taken over by Union Pacific in 1995.  The
Kramer Property is adjacent to, but does not include this line.  There are no railroad resources,
historic or otherwise, located on the site or adjacent to the site.

                                                          
4 Spencer Crump, Ride the Big Red Cars:  How Trolleys Helped Build Southern California (Los Angeles:  Trans-
Anglo Books, 1962); Spencer Crump, Henry Huntington and the Pacific Electric (Los Angeles:  Trans-Anglo
Books, 1970).
5 Crump, Henry Huntington and the Pacific Electric, 101; Southern Pacific Company, Circular 4: List of Agencies,
Stations, Etc. (San Francisco:  Southern Pacific Co. Accounting Department, 1969), 90.
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